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A distinctioji  must  bo  made  between 
the  Ih'st  settlers  within  tlie  presunt  lim- 
its our  city  and  those  w'ho  actually  es- 
tablished it  as  a .settlement.  The  first 
white  settler  on  the  site  of  Itochestei- 
wms  undoubleclly  Ebenezer  Allan,  a man 
wdiose  repute  appears  to  have  been  wliol- 
ly  disrepute,  and  therefore  is  best  evhen 
unknown.  Before  1812,  a fe\v  settier.s 
lived  near  the  Genesee  Falls,  but  they 
certainU'  made  no  effort  to  esta’olish  a 
village,  and  had  no  influence  upon  the 
events  here  chronicled. 

The  persons  who  first  idaniied  a vil- 
lage lu'n-e  arid  induced  settlers  lo  immi- 
grate to  it, were  Nathaniel  Boehester,  'Wil- 
liam Fitzhugh  and  Charles  Carroll.  The 
story  of  the  manner  in  wliic'h  these  men 
■ became,  interested  in  th.e  site  cu  .Roches- 
ter has  been  toM  miany  times,  but,  until 
nowp  was  never,  so  far  as  th.e  w'riter  is 
aware,  co.mpiled  from  contemporary 
documents,  independent  of  human  mem- 
ory. 

The  three  gentlemen  just  mentioned 
were  men  of  high  character,  a.ecustomed 
to  large  bu.siness  transaetirms. 

Nathaniel  Rochester  was  bc-rn  in  'West- 
moreland county,  Virginia,  on  February 
21.  1762.  At  the  .age  of  10.  his  father  luav- 
ing  died  iiud  iiis  mother  having  re- 
married. be  w'HS  emv'luyed  by  a mer- 
chant at  Hilisboreugli.'f  Orange  county, 
Niu’th  Carolina,  and  from  tiiat  time  until 
his  death  wa.s  constantly  and  activel.v  en- 
gaged in  commercial  affairs.  Duritig 
the  Revolutionary  war  he  was  a resident 
of  Hillsborough  and  evas  highly  honored 
by  his  fellow  citizens.  In  1776,  being  titen 
22  years  of  age,  he  was  .a  member  of  the 
committee  of  safety  of  Orange  cotmty,  a 
member  of  the  first  provincial  convention 
of  North  Carolina,  a justice  of  the 
pi'ace,  a rhajor  of  mililia  (commissioned 
i^iepternber  D,  1776),  and  pay  master  of  the 
b.attalion  of  minute  n^er:  in  that  di.^trict 
(coimnissioricd  Octol.'er  20,  1 775.)  In  April, 
1772,  he  was  made  lieutenant  colonel 
of  nilliiia  aii-T  in  May  ef  the  same  year 
was  el*'cte-i  a ruem.ber  of  tb.e  convention 
wdiich  formulated  and  adopted  the  con- 
^nitution  of  hh-  state.  lu:  the  same  year 
(May  11th.)  he  was  app-ointed  deputy 
cominl.ssary  g-eiu  ral  o.C  military  and 


other  stores  in  Nort’n  (''ar.-lim-  '’or  tb--  a:--- 
of  the  Continental  army  witla  tie-  r.mk  and 
I»ay  of  cohuiei.  sever  iliin  ss 
compelled  hirii  to  jeti.>-  • from  furi.a-  r .---i- 
vice  in  tlie  field.  But  Im  \v:i:'  n-->t 
to  cast  off  public  duti..s,  for  he  w.-,.'-'  •.-S-'C- 
ted  member  of  a.ssLiniily,  ee-rk  .>; 
court  of  Orange  county  ami  w.m 
a.ppobited  a commis.sioiu-r  n.>  ' s - 

tablish  and  superii'.tcnu  a nmnu f.ic'u'tv 
of  arms  at  Hillsb-orouiti  f":*  Ce 

Continental  army.  In  1778  he  b.-.-.inu  a 
business  partner  of  Cole..o.d  'ncua.i.' 
whoso  daughter  afterward  marrivl  lo  -iry 
Clay.  For  the  following  fiv^-  y-  ar-.  h” 
wa.s  engaged  in  trade  in  1 liil.-fo.u  .‘i 
and  in  Philadelphia,  and  at  ihr.  - of 
the  war  he  l eiTiove*!  toi  } lam  v;  l e.vi;, 
lMa.ryland,  w’here  C'dioinl  If.ot  Un 
sided,  and  there  estribli.<he  1 a ••on  r- 
able  mercantile  business  and  l td!',  and 
operated  manufactories  of  nair-  .sml  m" 
rope,  besides  a.  firear  mill.  His  pir'n  r.-- 
were,  Colonel  Hart  in  tlm  ror>‘^  aiid  nan 
business,  arid  in  the  flour  nun.  < ;n 
Daniel  Stull.  His  Ivusinoss  op»  ru!  vo-ro 

extended  even  into  Kontucl-y  V.'  st 

Tennessee.  Tn  1788  ho  marrb-d  S -pi-!  -- 
Beatty  of  Hfog- r^t-ew.'-ri . In  h-- 

elected  a member  of  the  Maryl.ind  ! ms 
lature.  In  the  .‘^uoccedinv  V":ir 
appointed  postmaster  at  f iauer.sP >v.  n ars: 
in  1797  became  one  of  tlw-  thrn<>  va  !c  a 
of  the  AS'ashinglon  county  eo-.n-i,  H- 
held  the  I'lostmasiersliip  unt'l  l '"k  v.  ler  ri 
he  resigned  to  accept  Ins  ob'‘"d'-n  a-* 

' sheriff  of  Washingtou  county,  and  b>dd 
Ghat  office  until  1807.  when  h--  1<V',  r7i<* 
j the  first  president  of  the  Majo-r 'o ■ r? 
i hank,  with  all  the  afilimm-e  whWh  .-.vn..* 
i from  a salary  of  one  tlmusaud  d dims  a 
j year  wdien  api'ii^  d to  the  ;-'uiip«ui  of  a 
' hu'ge  family.  Tiiis  po.'dti'm  he 
: as  long  as  he  livr-d  iit  Mar>iar.<!.  Iii  D'lx 
' he  wnis  api.eointed  an  olectoT  -u  Pr..;s,. h ra 
land  Vice-President  <d  t!u‘  Fmted  yrates 
• from  IMarylaiKl.  Dmisvilly  tlu.u.  it;  S(<m- 
I ben.  but  now  iti  Tfivinuston.  emimy,  N. 

! 'y_^  bec;t.me  Ids  lioni.r-  iti  Altt.y,  Disi.  In 
: .January,  181.1,  lo.-  ".did  ins  I r<-p' I'ty 
; D.-insr  i fie,  (.‘om a pr.-^t  mill,  a 
; mill,  seven  hmuUn-.i  acres  of  land,  an 
i interest,  in  r.  wosp.  earditig  shop,  .and  the' 
first  pa])or  mill  in  V>’estern  New  \ork,  lor 
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$24,000,  and  moved  in  April,  ISIO,  to  a 
fann  in  East  Bloomfield,  Ontario  county. 
In  1S16  he  was  again  appointed  a piesi- 
dential  elecior.  In  Ai)ril,  ISiS,  he  came 
to  Kochcste.-.  Tn  1S21  he  succeeded  in  pro- 
curing the  erection  of  the  county  of 
IMonroe  and  was  immediately  appointed 
county  clerk.  Iti  4S22  lie  sau  in  the  New 
York  leg-Islature  a?',d  two  3'oars  later  he 
became  the  president  of  the  Bank  of 
Rochester,  the  first  bank  in  this  city.  Ke 
died  May  17,  1831,  hcaiored  and  lamented, 
having  lived  a life  of  great  service  to  his 
fellow  men. 

Colonel  Wi!lia.ra  Fitzhugh  was  born  in 
Calvert  county,  Maryland,  October  6. 
1761.  He  was  an  cincer  in  the  Continental 
army  under  General  Nathaniel  Green  in 
)iis  southern  ca.mpaigns;  and,  for  a time, 
he,  and  his  brother  Peregrine,  were  em- 
ployed as  aides  on  AVashington’s  personal 
staff.  He  afterwards  drew  a pension  for 
his  services.  His  father’s  estate  was  on 
the  eastern  shore  of  the  Chesapeake,  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Patuxent  river  and 
w'as  much  exposed  to  the  incursiotis  of 
the  enemy  during  the  war.  After  the 
war,  Colonel  Fitzhuvh.  having  inherited 
ii  considerable  pioperty,  settled, jupon  a 
large  estate  near  I-fagerstowm  Alary lar^p 
and  was  elected  to  the  legislature  of 
that  state.  He  mpvbd  to  the  town  of 
firoveland,  Bi\ing.ston  county,  in  Alay. 
-1S16,  the  emigrant  ymrty  consisting  of 
persons  and  Conestoga  wagons 
drawn  twenty-seven  horses,  die  died 
at  lii.s  home,  ‘‘Hampton,”  on  December 
29,  1S39.  Pie  was  a hospitable,  elegant, 
cnurtly,  digaiified,  Christian  gentleman 

Charle.s  Carroll  was  born  upon  his 
father’s  estate  at  CarrolLshurg,  ATaryland 
fnow  the  site  of  the  na.tional  capital)  on 
NoveTnber  7.  1767.  He  became  a large 
land  holder  and  a.  inoTi  of  extended  activ- 
ity in  coinmcrci.al  matters.  His  home 
was  Bellevue,  ou  Georg-etowu  Heights, 
Araj’vland.  Tie  was  known  as  Cliarles 
Carroll  of  Bellevue  to  distinguish  him 
from  his  criusin  Charles,  of  Carrolltnii. 
He  came  to  Ihe  town  of  Croveland.  Biv- 
iiigston  county,  in  the  soring  of  1315,  and 
m.ade  a new  home  at  AVillia mslmrg.  in 
ISIS  he  W'as  appointed  TTnited  States  reg- 
ister of  deeds  for  the  territory  of  Alis- 
souri,  wdth  an  office  at  Frankin' , and  re- 
sided there  for  some  years.  Tl\e  wanton 
nni’-der  of  his  son  at  that  place  cansed 
him  to  return  with  his  faTnily  to  AYil- 
lia?nsburg,  where  he  lived  for  the  i*e- 
rnainder  of  his  life,  and  died  C)ctober 
2S.  1323.  He  >vas  distinguished  in  farrdlj-. 
honorable  at  all  times,  enUivated  ar.d  a 
host  ^vho.-;e  house  was  al\vay$'.  (oien  to  his 
1 rieinhs.  The  family  Inuno  aft'-r  his  death 
Vvas  at  the  “ Hermitago.”  about  three 
miles  south  of  AVilliamslturg. 

Atessr.s.  Carroll  an<l  Fit',shugh  pover 
lived  in  RochesU'r. 


In  the  year  1799,  Charles  Carroll,  of 
Beilcvue,  and  hi.s  brother,  Daniel  Carroll, 
of  Duddington,  made  a trip  of  observa- 
tion tlrrough  the  Genesee  country,  but 
made  no  parch  a sg  of  land.  In  thi.s  year 
Colonel  Peregrine  T’itzhugh  moved  to 
Geneva  and  a few  years  later  made  a 
home  at  Sodas. 

In  the  month  of  September.lSOO,  Charles 
Carroll,  \A'illia.rn  Fitzhugh,  and  NaLhanie! 
Koidicsi.er  came  to  AVesteni  New  A7ork, 
leaving  Hagerstown  on  horse  back,  fol- 
lowed by  & mounted  negro  ser\’ant  lead- 
ing a pack  horse  to  carry  their  baggage. 
They  started  for  the  jiuryrjse  of  finding  a 
suitable  country  i^i  which  to  settle.  Col- 
onel Rochester  had  already  invested  in 
lands  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  and,  in 
the  summer  previous  to  the  journey  just 
mentioned,  he  had  been  into  Ohio  looking 
for  a free  country  where  his  family  could 
be  reared  away  from  the  influences  of 
slavery. 

The  three  friends  crossed  the  Alary- 
land  line  into  Pennsylvania,  passed 
through  Shippensburg  and  Carlisle, thence 
along-  the  road  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Susquehanna  to  its  juncture  with  Lycom- 
ing c-rcel:,  at  A'shlliamsport,  and 
thoie  took  the  C'harles  AVilMam- 
.^son  road  to  the  Genesee.  'They 
clind'iedt  he  mountains  to  Blossburg  (tiien 
Bloss’s),  then  passed  down  the  Tioga 
river  ti.>  I’ainted  I’ost,thcn  up  the  Couhoc- 
ton,  'ihrough  l.Iath,  crossed  over  to  Judge 
Hcrnel!’s(now  Hornelisville),then  througli 
Ihansville  to  AAfilliamsburg.  At  AS'iliiarns- 
burg  there  was  a small  settlement,  com- 
posed h>f  a tavern  and  a.  few  houses,  the 
icmnants  of  Charles  AAuiiiam.son’s  }>ro- 
jected  great  city.  Of  AVillia.msburg  not  a 
ti-ace  now'  remains;  even  its  ruins  are  no 
more. 

In  passing  through  Dansville  (named 
after  Captain  T>an  Faulkner),  Colonel 
Rochester  was  struck  with  the  advan- 
tages of  the  water  power  and  imrchased 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  at  that 
place,  i]Tcbu-iing'  tlie  most  desirable  mill 
seats  n.n  both  sides  of  the  Canaseraga. 

At  AVilliamsburg  our  travelers  looked 
across  that  l»eautiful  valley  over  the 
famnu.s  Genesee  flats  and  were  dolig'hred 
with  the  beauty  of  tlie 'situation  and  the 
fertility  of  the  soil.  Colonel  Fitzliugh  and 
Ivlajor  Carroll  bought  of  Charles  AVilliam- 
son.  at  $2  per  acre,  t\velve  thousand  acres, 
lying  partly  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the 
vailley  and  jiartly  uih>u  the  flats  on  both 
sides  of  Catiaseraga  creek.  Colonel  Roch- 
ester also  purcliascd  a small  farm  of  fovir 
hundred  acres  near  the  land.?  bought  by 
hi.s  friends. 

I'he  friends  returned  to  Alaryland  and 
reac'aed  Hager.st< ,\vo  ai  out  the  12th  of 
Oct.'iber.  In  DOI  C'nrroll  and  Fitzliugh 
again  came  to  tin?  Geneses'  cour.try  and 
matie  furtlier  pureliuse.s;  Culotiel  Roedurs- 
ter  set  out  veitli  them,  but  illness  com- 
uelled  liim  to  turn  back.  This  trip  was 
taken  i’  -tween  October  7th  and  November 
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llitJ).  In  August  and  September,  3S02, 
Colonel  Fitzhugh  anO  Colonel  Jlochester 
ogain  visited  their  purchases,  but  witii- 
out  ^vlajor  Carroll. 

It  iias  been  the  universal  statement 
that  these  tluee  friends  purchased  ihe 
Cme  hundred  Acre  Tract,  (the  nucleus 
of  our  city),  in  this  year,  1802,  but  such  is 
not  the  fact.  In  this  year  INl.ajor  Carroll 
did  not  visit  this  region,  'and  hi.s  own 
.signature  appears  on  the  - contract  of 
sale,  dated  November  S,  1803. 

The  circumstance.s  of  the  purchase  were 
as  follows:  .About  the  Ttli  of  October, 
Itocheslei',  Carroil  and  Fitzhugh  left  Ha- 
gerstown for  the  Goiiese.e,  visited  their 
ft^rmer  purchases,  went  to  Geneva  to 
niake  payments  at  the  land  olfice,  a.nd 
turned  their  faces  homeward.  But  ?dr. 
Johnston,  tlie  land  agent  at  Geneva, 
learning  that  they  were  interested  in 
water  pov/ers  in  hiai-yland,  callMd  theix- 
attention  to  the  fine  power  at  the  Gen- 
esee falls.  They  tlien  agreed  with  him 
that  they  would  go  to  the  upper  falls  and 
exiirnine  the  property,  and  would  meet 
Mr.  Jx'hnston  at  Bath  to  give  their 
an.swer. 

l-vochesf.er,  Carroll  and  Fitzhugh,  com- 
ing by  the  roagli  woods  road  from  Can- 
andangua,  crossed  the  river  on  horse 
bticl',  not  v.dthout  trepidation,  at  the  slip- 
})ery  ford  a litth'  nortxi  of  the  pivjsent  mill 
darn. 

Tlie  up]:-er  falls  (or  rather  an  eivtended 
cascade)  stretched  across  the  river  about 
where  the  aqueduct  is  no'.s>-sitTitrted, 
arnl^^W'ere  T.Vf  ~a'TotRl~\xr-Erc'al  hxxiglit  of 
^abbut  fourteeu  feet.  They  were  blasted 
away  to  make  room  for  the  aciueducts 
and  a water  passage  under  them  and 
there  is  now  only  a continu.jiis  rapids. 
On  the  west  side  of  the  river,  extend-/ 
' ing  up  stream  irt>m  the  ton  of  ihe  falls, 
was  a.  s.xnall  island  separated  from  the 
west  bank  by  a narrow  ch.am'o!,  thus  pro- 
vKling  a,  natural  lace-way.  From  this 
chamtel  the  water  rvas  led  in  a.  rude  Hume 
to  tlie  old  Allan  mill  on  the  ilats  below. 
Fbenezer  Allan,  in  the  fall  of  1789,  had 
built  two  mills,  first  a saw  mill  and  sec- 
ond a grist  miil.  The  spring  fre.shet  of 
JSiJo  had  carried  away  the  saw  mill  and 
had  seriously  undennined  the  grist  mill. 

Our  travelers  rode  through  the  forest 
along  the  portage  leading  to  King’s  land- 
ing, below  the  lower  falls,  until  they 
looked  down  upon  the  old  mill,  now 
almost  in  ruins,  and,  descending  the 
sloping  bank,  entered  the  little  log  house 
under  the  present  site  of  B.  ft.  Andrews's 
ttrinting  honse.  The  mill  was  inhabited 
then  only  by  the  ubiquitous  rattlesnake, 
whose  meditations  were  seldom  int^^r- 
ruixted  except  by  .soix^e  settler  whose 
family  had  become  tiiwu  tln>  ormiin- 
U-/US  -suc'.-ession  <>f  pork  and  mush,  hom- 
iny and  bacon,  and  ha-d  demanded  a 
feast  of  real  wheat  bread. 

No  more  tiian  one-half  an  acre  was 


cleared  of  the  trees;  the  stumps  still 
remained;  and  the  t angle  of  briars,  grapx* 
\ incs  and  saplings  in  the  clearing,  was 
Vtrokem  only  by  the  narrow  and  thorn\- 
]>atli,  to  the  mill.  What  a scene  of  deso- 
latirm!  abandoned  log  liouse,  the 

roof  broken  in,  the  door  awry,  wild 
raspberry  shoots  obstructing  the  en- 


ftrance,  and  a rattlL.snako  to  greet  the 
tt'avcler.  Inside  the  Iniilding  were  th.' 
little  mill  stones,  anxl  the  jaimitive,  lU'ap- 
idated  machinery;  the  lk>>ir  ^vas  br>»ken 
i and  decayed;  aixd  Ihe-  jKxrcupin's  l,e.d 
I gnawed  the  bunks,  winrlow  sills  ami 
i benches.  Under  the  mill  was  a little 
: tub  wlieel,  patched  almost  beyon-i 
I repair;  and  the  flume  from  the  fall  no 
j longxn'  lield  vrater 

' Oliver  Phel'pa  bought  ISflCri  acres  from 
; the  Indians  for  a mill  lot;  of  tliis  amount 
j Allan  obtaiited  100  acres  to  build  tlie  mill 
1 upon;  and  one  half  an  acre  was  more 
tiian  enough  to  clear,  both  for  the  foun- 
dation and  for  the  timber  to  build  the 
mill. 

But  these  travelers  had  not  come  to 
examine  the  aesthetics  of  the  place. 

I They  found  a fall  capable  of  producing 
I great  power  and  easy  to  adapt  to  corn  - 
I mercial  purposes.  The  land  near  the 
' river  was  elevated  aViove  th.e  ordinary 
I stngO'S  of  water,  ilxere  were  two  great 
! f;uis  h'Wxr  down  the  river,  scttl- im-mts 
I w'ere  afivancing  to  tiie  neighborhooxl,  an  t 
j there  seemcl  to  be  evidence  tiiat  the 
: water  power  and  the  one  hundred  acres 
■ of  land  would  be  worth  the  at 
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which  they  were  offered.  They  decided  to  , of  the  letter  of  substitution  aforesaid,  have 

' ^‘ereunto  set  Their  bands  am!  seals,  on  the  day 
and  in  the  year  first  above  written. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  John 
Tayior. 


purchase  the  mill  lot:  and  then  and  there 
heg-an  the  germ  of  Roc’ac-ster. 

The  friends  left  the  mill  and,  return- 
ing to  the  portage,  trftveled  along  the 
wc.^t  side  of  the  river  te*  King’s  (now 
Hanford's)  landing  and  ari’anged  with 
(lideon  King  to  care  for  the  mill  in  con- 
sideration of  having  its  use.  They  then 
turned  back  and  traveled  through  New 
Hartford,  Big  Tree,  V/ilicimsburg  and 
liiansvilie,  to  Bath.  At  Bath  they  mot 
Mr.  Johnston-  and,  on  Z'fovember  S,  tSOJ, 
an  agreement  was  there  executed,  be- 
tween Mr.  Johnston,  as  the  agent  (under 
Hubert  Troup)  for  Sir  William  Pulte- 
ney,  on  the  one  part,  and  Carroll,  Fiiz- 
hugh  and  Kochester,  on  the  other  part. 
Tlrat  agreement  is  tis  follows; 

A CONTRACT,  IMiide  the  eighth  duy  of  Nu- 
veinber,  iu  the  year  one  thonsfaid  eight  hun- 
dred riiid  three— Between  Char’a-s  Car- 
roll,  William  Fit/iurgh,  and  Xatiianiel  Itoches- 
ter,  of  the  county  of  Washington,  and  state  o* 
Maryland,  e.squires,  of  the  first  part — and  Sir 
William  Bulieney,  of  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
in  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  aT'.d 
Ireland,  baronet,  by  John  Johnston,  his  attor- 
ney, by  virtue  of  a Ihotier  of  .^ubstirutioa 
hearing  date  the  first  day  of  February,  i-. 
the  year  one  Thousand  eight  hundred  and  two, 
from  Robert  Troup,  esquire,  the  attorney  o' 
tlie  said  Sir  William  Pulteney,  by  virtue 
letter  of  attorney,  bearing  date  the  2:hh  day 
of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eigM  hun- 
dred ami  ore,  and  recorded  in  the  secretary '.s 
(iftlce  of  the  .state  of  Now  York,  in  lib.  deeds 
endorsed  M.  R.  N.,  page  400,  etc.,  of  the 
second  part, as  follows,  (to  wit)  First — The  said 
Sir  William  Pulteney  agree.s  to  sell  to  the  said 
Charles  Carrol!, Wiiiiam  Fitzh ugh, and  Xathaniel 
Rochester  all  that  certain  tract  of  laud  in 
township  number  one  in  the  short  range  on  tic; 
\ve.st  side  of  tlie  GenesecT  river  in  the  (county 
of  Genesee  (late  Ontario)  and  state  of  Xew 
York,  b>,  ing  tlm  tract  commonly  knew-n  an 
de.signatcd  a.s  the  Gciv.-see  fall  jniil  lot  and 
containing  one  hundred  acres  together  with  all 
the  privileges  and  advantages  of  the  water.s 
tliercon  and  the  mills  tlicn-on  erected. 

Secondly — The  said  Ciiarles  Carroll,  William 
Fitzhugh  a>id  Xathaniel  Roche.ster  agree  to  pay 
for  the  said  tract  of  land  and  milks  tiic  sum  of 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
in  manner  following,  (that  is  to  say)  tlie  sum 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  on  the  first 
of  May  next  and  the  remainder  in  four  equal 
annual  payments  thereafter  with  interest  from 
the  first  day  of  IVIay  next. 

Titirdly — The  said  William  Pulteney  agrees 
that  immediately  after  the  full  raayment  of  the 
said  purchase  money, in  manner  above  particu- 
larly ap[)Ointeil,  he  the  .said  Sir  William  Pui- 
teney  will  execute,  and  cause  to  be  delivered 
to  the  said  Charles  Carroll,  William  Fitzhujh 
and  Xathaniel  Roche.ster  a good^,am1  suilk  ierif 
warranty  deed  for  the  said  Tract  of  lami  and 
.mills,  with  the  ai>purteuances. 
fn  witness  whereof,  the  .^aid  party  of  tie- 


(FNDORSED.) 

it  is  agreed  by  the  partie.s  to  tlie  within  con- 
tract that  in  case  the  witiiin  monLioned  mills 
are  destroyed  by  iiio  or  any  other  casuality 
I0.S-S  arising  thciefrom  shall  he 


the 


first  part,  and  the  said  Sir  William  Pulteney.  mill  was  t 
by  hks  raid  attorney  John  .Jolmston  by  virtue  ' nnedtul  cart'. 


borne  wholly  by  the  .said  Ciiarles  Car; oil,  WTl- 
liam  k itzliUgh  and  Xathaniel  itochesler  and  in 
no  degree  by  Sir  William  Pulteney. 

— N.  Rochester. 

Ch.  Carroll, 

\ Win.  Fitzhugh, 

i laving  concluded  these  ari'atTgernents, 
they  travelled  homeward,  reaching  Ha- 
gerstown about  November  20th.  On  thi.s 
ii'ip  were  accompanied  bi'  a.  yoump  Alary- 
iamier  nanicd  Tbom.ns  Begole,  who,  in 
the  following  spring,  was  sent  back  tn 
tlie  Geiieseo  country  by  Colonel  Itochester 
to  take  charge  of  property  there.  He  was 
instructed  to  go  to  the  Falks  iu  order  to 
H see  that  the'  mill  wns  pro])crIy  cared  for 
' hy  yir.  King,  but  finding  that  King  ha-l 
aied-,  h.e  put  Salmon  Fullm’  in.  charge. 
Fuller  made  sulfcient  repairs  upon  the 
mill  to  l.ie  aide  to  opei-ate  it  and  occuinevi 
it  in  ISOu.  Tn  1806  tne  mill  was  destroyed, 
either  by  a f re  or  a freshet,  and  Mr.  Ful- 
ler incontinentiy  took  the  mill  stones 
and  machinery'  to  his  own  new  mill  on 
Irondequoit  creek.  The  mill  is  gone; 
even  its  site  is  buried;  the  rattlesnake  has 
departed;  hut  the  mill  stones  came  back 
and  are  still  with  us. 

The  three  proprietors  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred Acre  Tract  remained  in  ?\1  ary  land 
fo"  several  years  without  visiting  their 
Genesee  proi’erty:  Jri  the  spring  of  ISO'J, 

however,  Cifonei  Rochester  came  to 
Dansville  to  make  arrangements  fo.c  re- 
moving his  family  to  that  place,  ami 
brought  willi  him  his  smis.  William 
B.  and  Jolm  C.  TOadiestt.-r.  Hi:-;  saw  mill 
and.  grist  min  Vv  c-r^'  to  he  repair- d atid  pat 
in  coridiilou  i-ir  active  operatii m,  a papivi* 
be  fiirnislied  and  his  farm 
The  father  soon  returned  i'> 


^ - .J 


♦/.»  fr— 

»*«tl  ••  •'  *r  ••  ' * 

•»  ’•  w 'r 


.*  -•«  «f  ’*  i 

, ».  **-.  t‘«*  “W  «a  ♦-  ifT*- 


; vk«>A«4 

I ^ * . i 

4 • «*«rl 

' ' • . % - i «o»  ^ 

* . ^1  i«^l 


5 

.-  * ■ - *.  I '^ftyci  * ■ • * 

♦ * - ■ . (rt. 

¥ ■ 

"'  T»  f # ' 0 - 

I^tju  -■**•■:  '-/■  ! ' • • • 

. ^||i*«ik.  U * -■  ' ‘r 

? i*hM  i *♦! 

/'  •*  »*i  ' A ► I i i , ii>  ^ * 4 ! 

c -,.  . V at  . 

■ • i»i  ■'»•  • -«  fT  %•#  • ♦ 1 ■ 

t.«ifi  ;.-■ 

i.V^  ’ * 


W ^ 

- 

• '-  * • • * f j 

I Ik 

• '♦■■4  "U#  »i-t  ,- 

• » ■ • ^ <•  n .» 

t 4Ml  o as  > 

as^»  !;,•  * : 

• V4 

9M  1 ’•*4  ♦■’ 

4f#|p|p|^i0s4  ^tr.^  .'1' 


•#i  .1 


. -4. 


► 


I • .! 


> . • # ^ . 

» . • - i V •• 


. t 


t 


!►* 

>•  ■ «f  4lr» . 


--^t#  t4 

• * «-»l4 

* • » - • • ••  ■ ♦»  I 

■*  n-t^t  mmi 
' - ‘ a#  «tf| 

. • \'-  •«#*! 
- .*1  ,1  ‘ *» 
.-v* 


•>  ^ slh' 

^S  If  «».t« 

•f  — - . 

• ^ . • ^ ^ as»» 

t ■ «a»  'S  ■•■■«»*  I «f94.-S  «at 
• • • . i-  A.. 

• ••Ik  •w-.r'J  )• 

I*  •••  -I  ,*H»t 

.,#  ia^4*  ^ fc.*. 

i,  *fl-A  tr-4«*iL»HS4* 
k»*  Mil  t*>  ¥lf.  . 

•-'4*4  ‘“It  *-<•  4Ht  ■•H 


'.  . Isms  »:T  •^fiStt.-v* 

*•  •^ci4«aS|  l-**«Mli|t'  ■ I V ihUtHntM 

*•  • . ' . tal*.  !••-<  '•■#  ► • • |M«|  MSI  T 1 

ill  ; «*«•  k«a»»4mS  MX**'  It^skiMfSj  i<4 

• >4  ' . »4  <*t  *t  4*t  I .,«Kis/i4i4n  ■‘‘•SStMO  Mi 

• >«*»'%  >^a  M*  %msL  t,y4  ir«l4l  IS 

«sl«>  14-  ««f  \4fc4K*.-S'*  * *»  tk-M  4«  ^ tnU  J4 

4 . -_l  \.nfUa  t*M«lSS 

4#m  ,ik^,  » tnt  «nm 

•^iJ  '*  #‘l  SiSfUtiV  !•  4M 

.».  w.  ..f  . •«  ivtl  xsu  a ..n*  iSx4s4i«w«su.  i«etl 

4 i:t  *>^..«  StaM'SS4  St.i4»V«  •SsA'^Oif  tU* 
, f » .*•  ' ir=4M  iiji  «r  * 'tftst 

^ ^ *r_jc4>»<»  Ilfs  »>jrMi 

# - ■*♦  '.'-stW)  ^«i  sd*  si 

I » 1 »>Sa4t»«a  ^iiMM^slir- 

■ H l'.s|  s#  tsi 

aA*«s«l4||ai  «||  4ji«  ''Sicl 

♦ » I 1 ■'►1  »4«  %^T»ss  srit*  t ,fi 

^ * -1  »4|  |j*« 

M **4  rtt 


td 


‘ . ■ r. 


3 


" \ 


K i>_ 


Maryland,  but  left  his  sons  in  charge  of 
his  until  autumn. 

On  ISEtuch  30th,  in  this  year,  the  legis- 
lature of  New  York  passed  an  act  pro- 
viding for  the  “ building  of  a bridge 
across  the  Genesee  river  between  the 
towns  of  Boyle  and  Northampton  at  the 
place  where  the  north  state  road  crosses 
the  said  Genesee  river,”  and  authorizing 
the  supervisors  of  Ontario  and  Genesee 
counties  to  raise  the  sum  of  two-thousand 
dollars  ($2,000,)  for  that  puxpose;  one 
half  to  be  raised  in  1S09  and  one-half  in 
ISIO. 

In  May,  ISIO,  Colonel  Iloche.ster  brought 
his  family  to  Dansville.  yirs.  Carroll  and 
Mrs.  Fitzhugh  up  to  this  time  had  de- 
clined to  live  on  th*^  wild  frontier  of 
Western  New  York,  and  did  not  give 
tlieir  consent  to  leave  Ytaryland  until 
four  years  later. 

The  load  from  Hagerstown  to  Dans- 
vilie  was  about  tw'o  hundred  and  seventy- 
live  miles  in  length  and  the  family  v/ere  i 
over  three  weeks  in  reaching  their  desti-  I 
nation.  The  train  was  composed  of  two  j 
carriages,  six  or  seven  riding  horses  i 
for  the  father  and  ids  sons,  and  two  or’ 
three  Iai‘ge  baggage  w?,gons  iiauled  )>y  ' 
four  hoi’ses  each.  With  liicm  came  t\ro 
or  thi'oe  young  men  from  Hagerstown, 
and  a half  dozen  negr<)es.  The  journey 
was  nrdunus.not  to  say  daiigerous.  A trav- 
eler who  had  passed  tTver  thi.s  riiad'Across 


1-TKST  M.\P  OF  RoCHFriTFR. 

Charles  Carroll.  ” Dansville,  January  13, 

1311 I return  \uu  ni> 

sincere  tlianks  foi-  ymir  advice  to  k‘.-ep 


tiie  mountrdns”  only  a few  years  beforC.sMny  Genesee  h'iills  estaie.  1 am  awaie  iA 
had  recorded  that  it  was  so  poorly  cut|  tho  growing  value  of  tiiat  propei  tv'  and 
out  that  it  looked  as  If  the  trees  had  ! although  I am  not  s,j  sanguine  as  you  ano 
been  gnawed  oif  by  beavers  and  that  he  i a.bout  its  future  value,  yet  1 believe  the 


was  often  in  danger  of  l>eing  mired. 
Pi’obabiy  at  the  time  when  Colonel  Roch- 
ester was  ma,ki ng  this  journey  the  road 
had  been  Sianewhat  improved,  but  those 
of  3’ou  who  .have  trtivoled  through  a 
back  wC'Ods  country  and  ov'er  corduroy 
bridges,  have  seen  the  propriety  of  pro- 
viding the  horses  with  means  of  aqaatic, 
arborial,  and  terrestrial  locomotion. 

The  caravan  finally  reached  Dansville 
in  safety,  except  that  one  teamster  was 
thrown  from  his  wagon  in  crossing  the 
mountains  ami  evas  killed.  The  surviv- 
ors reached  Dansville  on  June  10th,  ISIO, 
and  the  family  put  up  at  Stout’s  tavern 
until  their  home  should  be  prepared. 

After  Colonel  Rochester’s  arrival  in 
Dansville,  the  settlement  of  his  family 
and  the  details  of  conducting  his  busi- 
ness took  his  time  to  the  exclusion  of 
attention  to  the  Falls  property,  and  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  tins  year  his  saw- 
mill, grist  mill,  paper  mill  and  wool- 
carding  shop  made  such  heavy  drafts 
upon  his  pnrse  and  bis  time  that  he  b*:'- 
came  dl.-^couraged  about  his  ability  to 
i'etain  his  inte!'es|  in  the  Falls  lot  axel 
offered  to  sell  it“to  liis  frici'iil  Carroll: 
but  Major  Carroll  magnanimousi>'  de- 
dined  to  buy,  saying:  “Hold  on  and  it’s 

an  x:state  for  any  man.” 

Colonel  Rocliestcr  In  re[>ly  wrote  to 


Uiihe  is  not  disiani  when  it  trill  be  wxirtii 
$13,000  or  $3,000  a share.  I have  been  a;)- 
plied  to  for  building  lots  th‘>re  and  Uier»: 
is  rio  doiibt  of  tlvme  soon  being  a villrige 
tlie-re  and  much  business  done  if  lot.s 
could  be  had.  It  nmst  become  a town  b! 
great  business  at  some  future  pe-ri-id.” 

The  commencement  of  tlm  iu-idge,  wboro 
the  pi’eseut  Main  strecd  bridge  stands, 
settled  tlie  imx)urtance  of  property  at  the 
falls.  Tiio  neaiost  bridge  was  at  Atom 
and  the  c-,>untry  west  and  northwest  of 
the  falls  v'as  being  placed  on  the  mar- 
ket. The  urogress  of  tlie  bridge  and  tlie 
rapid  immigration  of  settlers  forced  Col- 
cjiiel  Rociic.ster,  in  the  summer'  of  1811, 
to  take  stops  to  lay  o'.,it  a.  c-iliago  on  tln^ 
mill  lot.  He  had  a knowledge  of  surves- 
ing  a.nd  in  Jul\'  began  to  stake  out  some 
lots  among  tlie  trees  a.nd  in  the  bogs  on 
the  property. 

Enos  Stone,  in  the  previous  year,  had 
brought  his  family  to  the  falls  and  had 
beguri  i)Ou.st;kta  ping  in  a Ihtle  shanty  on 
the  bank  of  the  river  near  the  east  end 
of  tbiG  ford.  Colonel  Rochester  appointed 
Mr.  Stmie  his  local  agent  and  jH-onusod 
liim  a good  lot  in  the  prc'spceti ve  \'iI’ago 
for  his  ser"\  icos.  The  first  lots:  sur\a-yed 
were  tiiose  about  tiio  corners  made  by  the 
new  state  road  w’nich  followed  sulistan- 
liallj'  the  present  lines  of  Alain  .ind  State 
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streets,  and  led  to  ihe  Eig:  Ridge  rCdo(  ^ 
Niagara  and  Buffalo.  The  Power’s 
lot  was  the*  first  one  laid  out. 
of  BuiTalo  (now  West  ^^ain  street)  of 
Mill  street  (now  Exciiange),  were  (jj.gf.e*’- 
mined  and  at  first  a large  lot  (.m  th.® 
nor  now  occupied  by  Smith’s  Arcade,  was 
sent  apart  for  a public  square.  Some 
fifty  lots  in  ail.  of  one-quarter  of  an  aero 
.each,  were  staked  out,  and  Ivir.  Stone  was 
directed  to  offer  them  for  sale.  Adivertise- 
ments  tvere  seem  inserted  in  the  Canan- 
daigua and  Geneva  newspapers  and  o.p- 
pli cants  began  to  .appear. 

V/illiam  Scott,  then  of  Dansville,  gave 
this  account  of  Colonel  RocliGster  iit  this 
period : 

About  this  time  (I  dl)  Colonel  Rochester  was 
making  a visit  every  few  wee’Ks  to  the  “Falls,” 
as  Rochester  v.as  yet  called,  to  superintend 
the  laying  out  of  village  lots.  On  his  way  home 
from  a collecting  • four  I met  him  returning 
from  one  of  these  trips,  at  Begole’s  Tavern, 
a little  log  house  standing  about  fifty  rods 
northeast  of  the  re-sidence  of  the  late  Judge 
Canoll.  [ sea  him  now,  riding  up  to  the  door, 
seated  firmly  on  a small  b.iy  pacing  mare, 
and  carrying  his  surveyor’s  chain  and 'compass 
strai'ped  to  the  soddie.  After  a well  cool:cd 
supper  to  V, hicli  our  shatp  appetites  did  full 
justice,  we  were  shown  to  a,  room  in  the  gar- 
ret corkairiing  one  bed.  . . . Wo  occupied 

it  together,  though  it  was  long  belure  sF-oi) 
visited  us,  for  Colon^d  Rocbe.ster  wa.s  full  of 
the  flaUering  pro.specls  at  the  Falls.  “ The 
place  must  become  an  important  business 
point,”  said  he,  and  he  expressed  regret  tiiat 
he  had  spent  so  much  time  and  means  in  Dans- 
ville, instead  of  going  to  the  Falls  at  once, 
adding,  “ If  I hud  ju.st  made  over  to  you 
by  gift  a.  deed  of  all  my  property  at  Dansville, 
and  gone  direct  to  the  Fails,!  .should  have  bo-en 
the  gainer.  Dansvilie  will  be  a fine  village, 
but  the  Falls,  sir,  is  capable  of  great  things.” 

I reminded  him  that  he  had  established  a 
paper  mil!  and  other  machinery  at  Dansville 
and  had  otherwise  aided  in  giving  an  impetus 
ie  the  business  of  that  already  thrifty  town. 

“ Yes,”  said  he,  “ but  I am  past  the  age  of 
hmihling  ut)  two  iorm^.”  During  t’Pxe  conver- 
sation I remarked  that  the  name  .the  “ Faiis,” 
was  good  enough  then,  but  added,  “ of  course 
you  will  find  a more  fitting  one  a.s  the  place  in- 
creases.” “ .Ml,”  said  he,  “ I have  already 
thought  of  tliat,  and  have  decided  to  give  it 
my  family  name,”  and  that  was  the  first  time 
'I  ever  heard  the  word  “ Rochester  ” applied 
to  the  pr-esent  prosperous  city. 

Colonel  Itochester  was  a fine  type  of  the 
true  Southern  gentleman.  His  manner  was 
commanding.  He  was  then  venerable  in  years, 
though  his  step  was  firm.  He  was  tall,  per- 
hap.s  quite  six  feet  high,  stooped  a little  and 
always  walked  with  a cane.  He  was  dignified 
and  affable  in  ordinary  intercour.se,  though 
somewhat  austere  to  stranger's. 

The  name  “ Roo.he.*ttei.' *'  was  yiven  tc. 
the  village  by  reque,^ix  of  Messrs.  Carriill 
anil  Fiizhugh. 

On  October  C'l.  ISII,  Rochester  writes  to 
hi.s  pnrtner.s;  “ Grc*ru  quantities  of  wheat 


kre  how  going  from  Bloomfieid,  Charles 
iTown,  Hartford,  Boyle,  etc,  etc.,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Genesee*  river  for  want  of 
niilLs  to  flour  it  and  most  of  it  goe.s 
( .hrough  our  village  and  more  will  as  soon 
IS  the  bridge  is  finished  wluch  will  be  by 
ihe  middle  of  L'vocembcr  unless  winter 
sets  in  earlier  than  usual.  ...  I have 
.sold  a few  lots  on  Mill,  Garroli  and  Buf- 
falo streets  at  $oO.  , . .and  ha.ve  no 

doubt  but  that  a dozen  houses  will  be 

erected  next  season i have 

raised  all  the  unsold  lots  on  Carroli  and 
kllll  streets  to  $50  and  sell  the  back  lots 
at  $30.  After  next  sexison  when  a mill 
and  several  house.s  are  erected  we  can 

raise  the  pvrice  of  the  lots The 

lots  sold  and  bespoken  are  Nos.  1,  2,  19, 
20,  2J,  22,  24,  25,  2G,  27,  2S,  2D,  32,  33,’ Su!  3G,’ 
37,  45,  59,  60.  ” 

The  last  payment  for  the  mil]  lot  was 
made  on  .Tune  22,  1.S08;  the  lot  wa.s  sur- 
veyed and  its  boundaries  detei mined  No- 
vember 7,  ISll:  and  a deed  wms  given  No- 
vember iStii  following. 

To  his  brother-in-law,  Pdie  Beatty,  he 
wiites  under  da^e  Novem’oer  19,  1811:  “ I 

have  been  to  the  falLs  of  Genesee  lately 
and  laid  out  and  sold  some  more  lots  say 
about  twenty-five  in  all,  and,  fur  want  of 
funds,  to  build  a g-ood  merchant  mill 
there,  .1  have  leased  a mdli  seat  for  ten 
years  which,  will  contribute  very  much 
to  the  improvement  of  the  town  and 
neighborhood.  . . . Could.  I sell  one  of 
my  mill  seats  there  I would  soon  be  set- 
tled at  the  falls  myself,  ufy  business  is 
very  good  here,  but  would  be  much  more 
productive  at  the  falls  or  village  of  Roch- 
ester. ” 

The  first  lot  sold  was  No.  26,  to  Enos 
Stone  on  November  20,  ISll.for  $50.  George 
B.  'Whitmore  and  Damiel  Tinker,  of  Pitt.s- 
ford,  on  December  .29,  ISll,  bought  lot.s 
37  a.nd  3S  for  $100;  and  on  F'elrruary  19, 
1S12,  the  third  sale  wa.s  made  to  Henry 
Sainner,  of  Geneseo,  \v.ho  bought  lot  No.  1 
(the  Powers  block  corner)  for  $200,  and 
he  was  required  ti.'  ” build  and  erect  a 
dwelling'  house  on  the  sai'.l  lot  not  loss 
than  thirty  by  twenty  feet,  with  brick  or 
stone  c’nimney,  said  house  to  be  raised 
and  enclosed  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
January  next  (1S13)  and  finished  witliin 
six  months  thereafter.  ” 

Tliis  requirement  was  inserted  in  all 
the  eaily  contracts  in  order  to  secure 
the  immigration  of  the  purchasers  and  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  mere  land 
speculation.  One  can  imagine  the  trepi- 
dation of  Mr.  Skinner  when  he  agreed 
to  erect  so  palatial  a.  sti'ucture  in  the 
back  wood.s,  at  a place  where,  only  tWx.> 
years  before,  a member  of  a.ssetnhly 
had  said  in  debate  that,  if  a bridge  W'ei’e 
placed  at  the  falls,  ordy  ihe  muskrats 
would  use  it.  But  tiio  bridg*  ^\■us  com- 
pleted early  in  1812  and  results  sooti  ful- 
l(.)\ved. 

Mr.  fikinner  in  1812  built  a residetico 


4 


t *14  > •■'*4  W < •iw 

V ! *»*f*  - , ipi«  «4l  4»- 

• I 

• r t . * . Ill*  *■ 


ifl  5 *?  , f 


4^ftf  * 


^ ■ *4 

i Vi-  >.  it 

..*  ■■»■  =fc;  ....»  • u 

.'U^»  l‘* 


. ..s-4’ 


^ JM-  ^ 

r v<  Ififll 
' ^4  tt  -^4  I *4 
i.4ii'jyrt«l 
-r  •<  ft  «4»' 

^ 

I'  ;i*l 

»tnJ  -4— 

'l»3 

uU 

W-»  * 

>Tfc  - -9' 


.a 


th  •inr 

♦4  4 . 

- 

:m  * V ». 


rt  i«  . ■ 

I -r^  • • 

- '*'  .* 

*1**4  fkftJ  *m 


%y  v4 


-4  * t| 

-i»;i  »»  *1 

»..  ^ . . 


ttrfjij  Jkr 

T t 4 


•4T.  -> 


* f -4*t 


4 


4 »»f^ «#'.»•; 

y»^  c^.n<Mi  . . a V 

l-ftt  4li^  - 4,  .fli 

* i.i  itn^  a*^  • .4  *4/  • i 

’Jt  ill*:-'  f -•  iti-K  .4•»#^’^|l■  ^Wl  '*#  '*  I -IT''  ■ * -I 

-*»4>f.t  ►!  tJ  ^v.  « 4 t«>^  .»  «m,t*  •.•»  it 

j.h  |r*.l»  »iri  'I  >-  '*■* 

mUti  ^SC3[>  IfiV)  f»^4f  -«M*i 

<cnUhtr»;4|  *•  .-m  • . 

_ _ I » ■•  Jk  • «r  ti:  » »'**“ 

•**(..  1%  o»  ^'i4r  t\  t **  »•'■' 

ryxMtii 
|^«J  »V4lt 

M ^ 4.‘  •,  .1. 

•IT  »"  «•-  It 

I#  ♦•a  ; lt'!r‘*.  4-*  ~ 

4J4g$  ^m4  ^ *.3«  4f  ||  1|. 

w ■ m- 

'‘»t>  « '^  J40  . . ut 

it*-  i.\mk  4^t#  \*»st  ^4-llt.l‘ 4a|V.  * i, 

luv  «**#  Ai'  4 • •*  ' > ■• 

♦I  . jUjgfin  !*'*••  :f*;  . 1 • • ; • 

• 9lkat4  tl*1  «b  > 


. . He  -. 

4'  , m*-  .\ 

«t  • • * 

|t  *"•  Iv  ' 4 *5M  ■ *4 

Ui  I •-  <«^  > J 

4*  ' ' % te»  life* 

fuu!  ftrt 

4*.  . %4.:  ••».-.  Ctf  nf»  *4 

-••♦  4ttq  «U  I »M.  *f  6f>«  *‘Wf  ** 

• ■ M ♦ w$.4t  ■ *•  • '.;:(»  1 ■ <•'  I 

U » ^ l»  1.0»TI  ' 

'-r».  ■ ‘-l-r  • it  .J»0 

- ->  . ' »•  MN  k» 

-•-•I*  -M  I M “.4/^—  . 

.ff  # r<  fWf  ,»-^*f  t*  itfv  -*di 

*-#-t  Mr  «««  ImO  4M  •jMl*  > 4i 

ii.  ^ '.  vii. ,/  ' r 

tJtiK  Mv.»  «ati|  ot 

%■■•  « «l  • I* 

' « . : • '*  j ^ • • 'tu«»  I 

t f «e<Jti  % • 

■ ■ «r*l  •»'• 

#i  t;>4  ^ ArH 

4^  iUlr*  • 

41  -iatM  lf<fe» 


► » .•.V 


t 

« :Ti 


• ^ j4fa(V>c-a>» 

« cvU 

; r’-4**;»*4j  «7> 


:^;w 


“ with  a brick  or  stone  chimney  ” on  the 
tract,  and  his  friend  Hamlet  Scrantom 
was  its  first  occupant. In  thi.s  year  Fran- 
cis Brown,  Matthew  Brown,  jr.,  and 
Thomas  IMumford  hud  out  the  vii!ag-e  of 
ITankfort  adjoining-  the  one  hundred 
acres  on  the  nortii  and  soon  had  a grist 
mill  in  operation,  but  settlers  preferred 
the  neighborhood  of  the  bridge  and 
Frankfort  did  not  begin  to  grow  till 
after  1S20. 

In  1812,  thirteen  lots,  in  all,  were  sold 
by  Colonel  Rochester;  in  1SJ.3,  twenty- 
seven  lots;  in  1S14  only  one  lot,  largely 
on  account  of  the  pendencj'  of  the  war 
of  J.S12  and  the  axtivity  of  British  opera- 
tions against  the  lake  frontiers.  (You 
wall  remember  that  on  May  11,  1S14,  the  i 
village  and  its  “ suburbs  ” could  furni.^li  | 
only  ihirty- three  men  to  repel  the  Brit- I 
ish,  and  that  there  were  then  only  twen-  j 
ty  houses  at  tlie  place).  In  1S15,  thirty-  ; 
two  lots  were  sold;  after  which  time  1 
sales  became  much  more  rapid.  ■ 

In  1S13  Fiislia  Ely  had  applied  to  Enos  I 
Stone  for  wader  privileges  and  Mr.  vStone  | 
wrote  to  Mr.  Rochester  on  June  1.3th  | 

“ Dear  Sir;  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Ely.  j 
the  bearer  of  this  letter,  1 would  inform  ' 
you  ti'iat  his  wishes  ai  e to  erect  water  j 
works  on  your  land  at  this  t illag<^  by  : 
‘ a lease,  if  you  think  ivroper  to  enco\irage  ! 
him.  1 think  it  would  be  an  advantage  I 
to  the  settlement  of  the  place  if  a dam  I 
from  the  west  side  of  the  race  to  the 
river  wa.s  made,  that  mills  might  be  built 
and  not  injure  your  prinicipal  mill  seat. 
The  v.ushcs  of  IMr.  Ely  aie  such  that  | 
he  thought  proper  to  call  on  you  and,  if  | 
you  think  proper,  conti-act  with  him  j 
as  klr.  Reynolds  is  acquainted  with  him.  : 
I think  Mr.  Ely  would  be  a suittible  man  j 
to  engage  and  would  help  the  settlement 
of  the  place.” 

An  arrangement  \vas  made  witli  Mr. 
Ely,  th.e  terms  of  which  do  not  appear, 
and  he  immediately  dug  a race  way,  the 
first  artificial  one  upon  the  tract,  and 
built  a saw  mill  which  began  running  on 
December  14.  1813,  though  no  actual  bu.si-  i 
ness  was  done  in  it  until  April  first, 
following.  In  1814  and  1815,  klr.  Ely 
built  a grist  mill  on  the  tract  and  Colonel 
Rochester  writes  in  a.  characteristic  man- 
ner to  Mr.  Fitzliugh  from  Dansville. 
June  ISth,  1814;  , . . ” I have  been  to  1 

the  Falls  since  you  left  us  and  given  kir. 
Ely  a lease  conformably^  to  ymur  and 
Major  CaiToll’s  propo.-^ition  to  him.  He 
will  proceed  to  eivct  a good  merchant 
mill.  I did  not  mention,  at  the  time 
y’ou  made  the  offer  to  Mr.  Ely,  that  his 
e?-ecting  mills  there  would  prevent  me 
from  doing  it  for  some  time,  n.s  his  and 
Captain  I':row;fs  mil!.-  will  bo  enomgh  pu 
that  place  for  .some  iiiite:  ...  1 kr.ew 

you  and  Major  Cari-n!!  did  md  sui>po.so 
it  would  Inivo  tlie  effect  of  frustrating 
my  plans,  because  T have  every  reason 
to  believe  yuu  would  have  preferred  my 


building  the  mills  to  his  doing  it,  from 
your  uniform  friendsliip  to  iric  for  more 
than  twenty  years  and  because  my  re- 
moval to  that  place  and  laying  out  sLv 
or  eight  thousand  dollars  there  would 
have  contrib'uted  fully  as  much  to  tlie  ad- 
vantage of  the  place  as  his  layung  it  out, 
who  is  already  an  inhabitant.  Should 
peace  take  place  before  next  spririg  1 
shall  probably  settle  in  our  village  at 
tliat  time.” 

And  to  Mr.  Carroll  lie  writes:  ” T vV'ent 
to  the  fall.s  aliout  three  weeks  after  you 
left  us  anil  gave  Captain  Ely  a lease  for 
a mill  seat  agreeably  to  yemr  and 
Colonel  Fitzhiigh’s  proposition  to  him. 
. . . Ttie  same  st,nse  of  delicacy'  pre- 

vented my  saying  anytldng  to  you  about 
it  until  the  lease  v/as  e.xecuted  to  Ely, 
but  it  frustrates  my'  plan  of  erecting  a 
mill  ami  remo\ing  to  the  Falls  until  a 
peace  takes  place,  as  Brown's  and  Ely  s 
mills  will  be  sufiicient  for  that  place  un- 
ti!  we  have  peace.  Then  I believe  liaif 
a dozen  mill.?  will  not  be  too  many.  I 
.‘^aw  Captain  Ely  at  the  Falls  on  Tb.uis- 
day  last;  he  had  just  i-eturned  from  Mas- 
sachusets  whore  he  had  been  for  car- 
pentr-rs,  mill  wriglit.s.  etc.  He  intended 
con'.rnenchig  tliis  day  with  about  fifteen 
workmen  and  said  be  would  hr!.\'e  his 
mill  at  woi'k  by'  the  1st  of  December 
next.  Tliere  is  very'  little  improvement 
going-  on  at  tbe  Fall.?,  not  more  than 
three  or  four  houses  building.  If  tbe 
war  continues  longer  tli;in  next  spring- 
rny'  r>resent  intention  Is  to  i)urcbase  or 
T-e!';t  a mill  in  Oiitario  or  Genesee  counties 
in  ortinv  t')  have  sra-irc-thing  to  do  until 
the  end  of  tbe  war  when  I shall  most 
C'CTt.'unly  Kcltio  at  the  Falls  if  I live  so 
long.” 

In  1814,  Carroll  and  Fitzbugb  made 
their  first  visit  to  tbe  Genesee  country 
since  the  purchase  of  tbe  mill  lot  and 
lima  agi-foil  with  Coloriel  Ro'chestor  con- 
cerning an  ultimate  division  of  that 
property  .among  the  I'firlners.  In  181.1, 
.Mr.  Carn-,l!  moved  his  family'  tty  Whi- 
lia.msl>urgh  and  in  ISIG  Mr.  Fitzbugh  fol- 
lor\-ed  him.  But  tbe  labor  of  marketing 
the  joint  property'  had  fallen  entirely  on 
Colonel  Rochester,  a-nd  to  him  belongs 
the  greater  part  of  the  credit  of  found- 
ing this  city'. 

Ho  reported  to  his  fiiends  on  July  28. 
ISlG;  ” Our  V>ooks  snow  that  I liave  been 
to  the  Falls  and  to  Geneva  twenty-three 
timvs  on  our  joint  business  and  most 
of  those  times  when  T T-e.?ided  in  Dans- 
\-il!e.  I ha\'e  done  all  the  sur\-eying  ex- 
cept part  of  a day'  la.st  summer  when  I 
had  a surveyor.  I have  frequetitly  been 
detained  two  and  three  days  ai  a time 
and  had  to  entertain  many 
]teor-ie  (r-cirtieularly  when  I resided  at 
Dansville)  who  called  on  tne  to  purchase 
lots,  make  enquiry  about  the  village,  etc.. 
It  is  five  years  thi.s  month  Since  1 laid  out 
al.-out  fifty  lots.” 
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In  August,  1S17,  a partitition  of 
Hundred  Acre  tra.ct  was  made  ariC?i  M\a- 
ditferent  lots  were  distributed  amoi‘)C|^ 
proprietors  in  severalty. 

Some  years  later  Colonel  Rocbeste 
tlie  story  of  the  founding  of  this  city  in 
a letter  to  his  half  brother,  John  G.  Cnt- 
cher: 

“ Rochester,  Slate  of  Nev/  York,  August  13, 
1S25.  . . . In  t-tie  spring  of  ISOO  having 

six  cltildren  iheu  livijtg.  . . I conclnj- 

ed  that  it  v.'ould  be  best  for  them  that  I shouid 
remove  to  the  ^vest  vrhoro  more  could  be  done 
for  them,  than  in  an  old  settled  country.  . . . 

I therefore  visited  the  northwestern  territory 
(now  Ohio;,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  with  a 
view  to  jiurchasing  a:!  eligible  situation  for  my 
family.  I returned  in  August  with  a decer- 
minarion  to  remove  to  Kentucky,  but  on  my 
return  home  two  of  ray  neighhor.s  and  most 
intimate  friends  were  about  to  visit  thi.s  pari 
of  the  state  of  Xew  York  which  had  been  biii 
recently  settled.  They  prevailed  on  me  to 
come  with  them.  I ihon  saw  the  great  ad- 
vantages this  couiury  had  over  the  South- 
western stales  and  we  all  purchased  irith  a de- 
termintUtion  to  remove  here  as  soon  as  we 
could  close  our  business  in  Maryland.  They 
were  very  wealthy  men  and  purchased  12,00^' 
?>;ere,s  of  the  best  lartd  in  the  country  and  I 
purcliased  about  3;U  acres  on  ^\•hich  were 
several  good  mill  seats.  On  our  return  home, 
the  families  of  rny  two  friends  were  very  muc]; 
oj.'P'Osed  to  removing  to  this  couruu-y  and  1 did 
not  like  to  come  within  them.  . . . until 

May,  IflO.  v<hcn  I removed  to  this  country  and 
built  a grist  jniU.  paper  mill  and  saw  mihl 
at  Dausville,  about  forty  miles  from  tbi.s 
[)lace,  where  I resirKd  five  years,  when  I sold 
tlierc  and  purchased  a very  valuable  farm 
about  twenty  miles  from  hence  where  I it.sid- 
cd  during  the  late  war  and  unril  seven  years 
ago,  when  1 removed  to  this  place  and  r^uited 
out  my  farm.  Ti\o  yt-ar.s  after  my  first  visit 
and  nuroha.'^o  in  thi.s  country,  say  in  jS02,  my 
two  neiglibors  and  friends  and  I visited  tliis 
country  again  to  see  our  first  purchases,  wruui 
we  imrchascd  PV)  acres  of  iand  at  the  fall.s  of 
Gcne.see  river  for  which  we  gave  seven  hun- 
dred pounds.  The  wliole  of  this  h''d  a<  res  lias 
been  laid  out  in  stiecis.  allies,  and  cpiaiter 
acre  lots  and  pretty  nmeh  covered  -witli  l.mild- 
:ngs,  together  with  as  much  more  adjoining, 
wliich  is  included  in  the  viliage  (what  is  caPod 
a town  in  the  souih).  In  ISn.  the  year  after 
my  removal  to  this  country  I laid  out  a village 
here  and  in  1SI2  several  small  houses  were 


ijuilt.but  the  war  commencing  and  being  rather 
^posed  to  the  incur.sion.s  of  tl\e  enemy  very 
fjw  improvements  were  made  until  the  close  of 
war  in  1SI3. 

Since  then  the  village  has  had  the  most  raidd 
growth  perhaps  of  any  place  in  the  United, 
States  and  now  contains  3,000  inhabitant.^  and. 
is  now  improving  more  rapidly  than  at  any 
former  period.  Not  only  the  site  of  the'  vil- 
lage, but  the  country  about  it  was  all  a wil- 
derness in  ISll,  but  is  now  a thickb'  settled 
country  that  turned  out  from  ten  to  twelve 
thousand  pm-sons  who  met  Genera!  Lafayette 
here  on  the  10th  of  Juno  last.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  but  that  Rochester  will  be  one  of  the 
greatest  manufacturing  places  in  the.  United 
States.  It  embraces  more  local  advantages 
than  any  place  I have  ever  seen  and  1 hove 
visited  almost  all  the  states.  The  land  for  l-O 
miles  in  every  duection  Ls  of  the  finest  quaiity. 
The  grand  canal  from  Albany  to  Lake  Erie 
runs  through  the  center  of  the  village.  Ali 
the  land  carriage  to  the  whole  shores  of  Lake 
Ontario  is  but  two  miles.  The  Genesee  liter, 
whi.  h runs  through  the  ceucer  of  tlie  village 
north  and  south  is  navigable  forty  miles  to 
Che  south  and  the  canal  opeu.s  a water  omn- 
inuuication  to  all  the  shores  of  Lakes  Erie, 
Huron.  Michigan,  and  Superior,  and  their  nuv- 
igabic  streams:  t;nd  ^s■ithrn  two  ntiles  of  where 
I no'.v  write  there  are  at  least  f-Ot'  sc.its  for 
water  works,  a great  number  of  which  are 
.low  oi'cupied  for  merchant  mills,  saw  mills, 
fulling  mills,  paper  mills,  oil  inilis,  coliou  ami 
woolen  factorie.-^,  nail  factories,  furnaces,  etc., 
ett\  ,.\11  strangers  are  astonished  ai  the  rapii 
grrovih  of  iho  village  and  the  quantiiy  of  bu.si- 
ncH.--  done  in  it.  It  is  a thorouglitare  for  an 
imm'^uise  number  of  travelers  from  all  qu.ar- 
tors.  east,  west,  noiih,  and  south,  aud  niau;- 
froni  Enrol):*,  to  see  the  canal,  the  aqiuolu.--i. 
across  the  Genesee  river  and  tlie  Falls  of 
Niagara  atid  it  is  on  the  route  from  the  Nev.  En- 
gland. state.s  to  the  west  and  south  wt-s  ;.eri; 
•states.  . . My  third  of  the  lue  c.i.-res: 

of  land  puii'liased  at  this  place  is  now  wovEi 
one  hundred  thousttnd  dollars  e.'o-lur-i .‘0  of  llse 
houses  thereon,  lust  in  orifer  to  .g-u  it-  svukd 
[ sold  the  lots  very  low.” 

iMucli  honor-  is  t1ue  to  all  those*  nther 
sturdy  rnt'U  wlio  developed  tlie  \-ilia.Te 
of  Hochester;  kmt  llteir  history  is  not  per- 
tinent to  the  founding-  of  the  villag*'  or 
city,  in  ihe  exact  meaning-  of  that  v.'Oith 

The  village  of  Koche.sterville  ii’'- 

corpor-ated  Ai>ri!  21,  1817,  by  an  a<-t  of 
the  le.gishitur-e;  and  the  founding  ut 
Rochester  was  accomplished. 


tr  cr 


I 


33 

* ‘>M1«|ltt 
» •!! 
*!  • 

v4«  ► V . • * 

, . , ..  -n 


. :.ir  It'#* 

. ....  r . «!<«' 


♦*  • 

4 

*«tvi 
• *1 

- '.y| 
. • ■*.» 


♦ 


: a . : ; 


• ... X.Tawr*w^  .•  ■•■■ 

, . ,, , u*’  t',^  ■**'^' r!f'‘. 


«(;  .• 

#*  1 . *.»Mt 

- I w* 

ryf  T • fJ  ’ I 


f' . 


•4 

t9f%  -^ii  .|wf  >•» 

/ r • »#»*  I 


,>  11  . -r 

t f n.'  r» 

ij  ' •* 

|r#  • ^ 1 # * 

. r ••  ' '»'••  •'** 

. .^  -#••.,  • 

* rf1 

.'  f • 

1 ■ • < 

ft.,**  •>  •■ 

<p  Jf  « Jf  >' 

*,*.-..1  . 4“4 

.*  - 

«r 


cU  J 


